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out his glass, splashing the vodka over the table.  " Drink.
to Gregor Pantalievich ! Congratulate him on his return... j*
I told you he'd return safe and sound, and there he is ;
you can have him for twenty roubles ! Why, he's sitting
like a man who's been cheated ! "
" He's already canned, neighbour, don't listen to him! ^
Gregor laughed, indicating Prokhor with his eyes.
Aksinia bowed to Gregor and Dunia, and only raised her
glass a little from the table. She was afraid everybody
would notice how her hand was trembling.
" Here's to your arrival, Gregor Pantalievich, and to
your joy, Dunia ! "
" And what about you ? To your sorrow ? " Prokhor
burst into a roar, and nudged Mikhail in the side.
Aksinia flushed deeply; even the tiny lobes of her ears
went translucently rosy. But, looking firmly and angrily
at Prokhor, she answered .
" And to my joy I My great joy ! "                               ^
Prokhor was disarmed and touched by such frankness.
He cried:
" Drink it down for God's sake, all to the last drop !
You know how to talk straight, know how to drink straight!
It's like a sharp knife in my heart when I see anyone leaving
good liquor." -
Aksinia did not remain long, only so long as decorum
permitted, in her judgment. During all her stay she rarely
looked at her beloved, and then only momentarily. She
forced herself to look at the others, and avoided Gregor's,
eyes, for she could not pretend to be unconcerned, and she)
did not wish to reveal her feelings to outsiders. Only on^
glance did Gregor catch as she stood' on the threshold,
one direct glance filled with love and devotion. But with
it everything was said. He went to see her out. The tipsy
Prokhor shouted after them :
" Don't be long ! We'll drink it all up ! "
In the porch Gregor, without saying a word, kissed
Aksinia on the brow and the lips, and asked :
" Well, Aksinia ?"
"Oh,  I   can't  tell  everything.   .   .   .   WiU you come^
to-morrow ? "
" I win."
She hastened home, walking swiftly as though some1